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Daily News staff writer

Disabilities Action Center NW is seeking 
additional funding for its ramp installation 
project.

DAC-NW partnered with Palouse Habitat 
for Humanity and the Moscow Lions Club last 
year to install modular metal ramps for resi-
dents with disabilities. 

Vicki Leeper, marketing specialist at DAC-
NW, said they’d originally funded the project 
with a grant from the Christopher and Dana 
Reeve Foundation. She said the group has 
installed 14 ramps this year, and as of this 
week, have five people on a wait list for more.

“It turned out to be extremely success-
ful,” Leeper said. “We got an initial grant 
of $17,000-plus that we bought the starting 
ramp parts with, and we’ve gone through all 
of those.”

Leeper said modular ramps are often a 
simpler, more adaptable solution than to have 
a permanent installation built.

“Sometimes this is the answer,” Leeper 
said. “You can get back in your home and then 
plan the build of a permanent ramp at a later 
date.”

Bradbury said including the Moscow Lions 
Club in the project was an obvious choice, 
as they have been building more permanent 
wooden ramps on their own for a long time. 
He said at times, they supply the majority of 
the workforce.

Leeper said they are restricted from apply-
ing for the same grant again in such a short 
time period, requiring them to explore other 
options. 

“Ramps are not cheap,” Mellowdee Brooks, 

Nonprofit groups seek more money to provide ramps to the disabled

Geoff Crimmins/Daily News

Larry Verdal (left), from the Moscow Central Lions Club, and Brent Bradbury, 
from Palouse Habitat For Humanity, set up a modular metal wheelchair ramp 
outside a home on South Hayes Street in October in Moscow.

DAC-NW asks Moscow to ramp up

See RAMPS, Page 4A

By Katie Short
Daily News staff writer

Claire and Peter Roise have 
found a passion for bringing 
awareness to a difficult topic 
that many people are reluc-
tant to even discuss. Over the 
past three years, the couple 
has worked to become advo-

cates for victims of domestic 
and sexual abuse.

On Wednesday, they offi-
cially launched their non-
profit organization, Awaken 
Network, which provides 
another resource for those 

Local church supports their mission to bring 
awareness to domestic violence, sexual abuse

Geoff Crimmins/Daily News

Senior Pastor Aaron Couch, left, has supported Claire Roise (right to left), Peter Roise and Shari Hall as they founded Awaken Network. The 
nonprofit organization works to raise awareness about domestic abuse and sexual assault, especially in the church. 

Geoff Crimmins/Daily News

Peter Roise (left to right), Shari Hall and Claire Roise talk with Senior 
Pastor Aaron Couch at Real Life on the Palouse on Thursday in Moscow.

Moscow couple
takes on abuse

See ABUSE, Page 6A

PROMOTING AWARENESS

By Barbara Ortutay
Associated Press

NEW YORK — In coming days, 
Facebook users will see fewer posts from 
publishers, businesses and celebs they 
follow. Instead, Facebook wants people 
to see more stuff from friends, fam-
ily and other people they are likely to 

have “meaningful” conversations with 
— something the company laments has 
been lost in the sea of videos, news sto-
ries (real and fake), and viral quizzes 
on which “Big Bang Theory” character 
you are.  

Here are some frequently asked ques-
tions about what users and businesses 
might expect from the changes.  

Why is Facebook doing this?  

CEO Mark Zuckerberg has been doing 
a bit of soul-searching about the negative 
effects his company may be having on 
society and its users’ psyches. He’s come 
a long way since November 2016, when 
he dismissed the notion that fake news 
on Facebook could have influenced the 

U.S. presidential election as a “pretty 
crazy idea.” 

Now it’s his personal goal for 2018 
to fix the site and weed out hate, abuse, 
meddling by malicious nation states, 
while also making it more “meaningful” 
and less depressing for users.  

While he acknowledges that Facebook 
may never be completely free of malign 

Network to focus on ‘meaningful’ conversations, affecting both users, businesses

Q&A: What Facebook’s shift could mean

See FACEBOOK, Page 4A

By Scott Jackson
Daily News staff writer

The Pullman 2040 
steering committee, which 
has been meeting for two 
years, is ready to announce 
dozens of projects, which, 
if completed, could each 
have “tremendous impact 
within our community,” its 
leaders say. 

“As a steering commit-
tee, we’ve identified 60 
projects that we want to 
complete by 2040,” Francis 
Benjamin, co-chair of the 
2040 Steering Committee, 
said. “Out of that, we’ve 
identified 22 projects that 
are the initial projects that 
we want to start with.”

The committee plans to 
launch the community ini-
tiative at 5 p.m. Feb. 13 at 
the Encounter Ministries 
campus on Southeast 
Crestview Street.

“All these people were 
doing all these really great 
things, but nobody was 
talking to each other,” 
Marie Dymkoski, execu-
tive director of the Pullman 
Chamber of Commerce, 
said of the impetus for 
Pullman 2040.

This new list should, 
Dymkoski said, “really pull 
the community together 
and say this is a common 
goal for others as well.”

Group will unveil 
60 projects it 
plans to support

Pullman 
2040 to 
launch in 
February

See 2040, Page 6A
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TODAY

Band Together Parent Support Group — 9-
10:30 a.m., Eastside Marketplace in the Old Vehicle 
Registration Office. Contact: Denise Wetzel at 
denise@familiestogether.org or (208) 874-7891. 
 Free.

Living Sober Group — noon, Church of Christ, 
1125 NE Stadium Way, Pullman. Closed Alcoholics 
Anonymous meeting.

Alcoholics Anonymous — noon, Latah Recovery 
Center, 531 S. Main St., #B, Moscow. 

Rainbow Families — 5 p.m., 1912 Center, 
Moscow. Community support group for LGBTQ+ 
families and allies. Potluck, board games and other 
family activities. Bring a dish to share.  

Extended Hand Group — 6 p.m., Beginner 
Meeting, First United Methodist Church, 322 E. Third 
St., Moscow. Open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.

New Freedom Group — 7 p.m., Pullman 
Presbyterian Church, 1630 NE Stadium Way, Pullman. 
Open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Recovery Quest — 7 p.m., 1125 NE Stadium 
Way, Pullman. Narcotics Anonymous meeting.

Living Clean — 7 p.m., Gritman Medical Center, 
first floor conference room, 700 S. Main St., Moscow. 
Narcotics Anonymous meeting.

SUNDAY

NA Women’s Meeting — 9 a.m, Gritman 
Medical Center, first floor conference room, 700 
S. Main St., Moscow. Open meeting of Narcotics 
Anonymous.

Sunday Morning Meeting — 9:30 a.m., UI 
Campus Christian Center, 822 Elm St., Moscow. Open 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting.

Alcoholics Anonymous — noon, Latah Recovery 
Center, 531 S. Main St., #B, Moscow.

NA Men’s meeting — 6 p.m., Gritman Medical 
Center, Second Floor Conference room, 700 S. Main 
St., Moscow. Narcotics Anonymous meeting.

Extended Hand Group — 6 p.m., Grapevine 
meeting, First United Methodist Church, 322 E. Third 
St., Moscow. Open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Adult Children of Alcoholics — 6-7:30 p.m., 
Latah Recovery Center, 531 S. Main St., #B, 
Moscow.

KISSS — 7 p.m., Gritman Medical Center, First 
Floor conference room, 700 S. Main St., Moscow. 
Open Narcotics Anonymous meeting.

MONDAY

Too Dam Early Meeting — 6 a.m., UI campus, 
St. Augustine’s Church, 628 Deakin Ave., Moscow. 
Open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Alcoholics Anonymous — noon, Latah Recovery 
Center, 531 S. Main St., #B, Moscow. 

Gritman Noon meeting — noon, second floor 
board room, Gritman Medical Center, 700 S. Main 
St., Moscow. Open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Living Sober — 12:10 p.m., WSU campus, 
Community Congregation United Church, 525 NE 
Campus Ave., Pullman. Closed meeting of Alcoholics 
Anonymous.

Caregiver Support Group — 3-4:30 p.m., 
Whitman Senior Living private dining room, 1285 SW 
Center St., Pullman. Info: (509) 336-8000.

Men’s Meeting at Sojourners’ — 5:30 p.m., 
627 Van Buren St., Moscow. Open meeting of 
Alcoholics Anonymous

Al-Anon Group Meeting — 7 p.m., Good 
Samaritan Village, Community Room, 640 N. 
Eisenhower St., Moscow. Support and help to families 
who have been affected by alcohol addiction.

Monday Night Madness — 7 p.m., St. 
Augustine Catholic Church, 628 Deakin Ave, Moscow. 
Narcotics Anonymous meeting.

Refuge Recovery — 6-7 p.m., 420 E. Second 
St. Hosted by the Latah Recovery Center.

New Beginnings Women’s meeting — 7:30 
p.m., 615 N. Washington St., Moscow. Open meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Colfax Group — 8 p.m., Plymouth 
Congregational Church, 321 S. Main St., Colfax. 
Closed meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Three Forks Group — 8 p.m., back entrance, 
Simpson Methodist Church, 325 NE Maple St., 
Pullman. Closed meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.

TUESDAY

Too Dam Early Meeting — 6 a.m., UI campus, 
St. Augustine’s Church, 628 Deakin Ave., Moscow. 
Open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Alcoholics Anonymous — noon, Latah 
Recovery Center, 531 S. Main St., #B, Moscow. 

Living Sober Meeting — 12:10 p.m., WSU 
campus, Community Congregation United Church, 
525 NE Campus Ave., Pullman. Closed meeting of 
Alcoholics Anonymous.

Happy Hour Group — 5:30 p.m., Steps and 
Traditions, United Church of Moscow, 123 W. 
First St., Moscow. Closed meeting of Alcoholics 
Anonymous.

Narcotics Anonymous — 6-7 p.m., Latah 
Recovery Center, 531 S. Main St., #B, Moscow.

Domestic Abuse Support Group — 6-7 
p.m., Latah Recovery Center, 531 S. Main St., #B, 
Moscow. For people dealing with addictions.

Prescription Addiction Support Group — 7-8 
p.m., Latah Recovery Center, 531 S. Main St., #B, 
Moscow.

Recovery Quest — 7 p.m., Church of Christ 
of Pullman, 1125 NE Stadium Way. Narcotics 
Anonymous meeting.

WEDNESDAY

Too Dam Early — 6 a.m., UI campus, St. 
Augustine’s Church, 628 Deakin Ave., Moscow. Open 
meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Blind and Diabetic Support Group — 10:30 
a.m., Moscow Senior Center and Senior Meal Site, 
1912 Center, 412 E. Third St., Moscow.

Alcoholics Anonymous — noon, Latah 
Recovery Center, 531 S. Main St., #B, Moscow.

Living Sober Meeting — 12:10 p.m., WSU 
campus, Community Congregational United Church, 
525 NE Campus Ave., Pullman. Closed meeting of 
Alcoholics Anonymous.

Mental Health Family Support Group — 4-5:30 
p.m., Children’s Mental Health, 1350 Troy Highway, 
Moscow. Support group for families with mental health 
stressors. Presented by Idaho Federation of Families for 
Children’s Mental Health. 

Positive Affirmations — 5-6 p.m., Latah 
Recovery Center, 531 S. Main St., #B, Moscow. 

BYOB Group — 5:30 p.m., Big Book Study, St. 
Mary’s Fellowship Hall Catholic Church, 618 E. First 
St., Moscow. Open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Recovery Int’l: Mental Health Self-Help 
— 6:30-8 p.m., Latah Recovery Center, 531 S. Main 
St., #B, Moscow.

New Freedom Group — 7 p.m., Pullman 
Presbyterian Church, 1630 NE Stadium Way, Pullman. 
Open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous meeting.

Addicts R Us — 7 p.m., Gritman Medical Center, 
First Floor Conference room, 700 S. Main St. Moscow 
Narcotics Anonymous meeting.

THURSDAY

Alcoholics Anonymous — noon, Latah 
Recovery Center, 531 S. Main St., #B, Moscow. 

Living Sober Meeting — 12:10 p.m., WSU 
campus, Community Congregation United Church, 
525 NE Campus Ave., Pullman. Closed meeting of 
Alcoholics Anonymous.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly — 3 p.m., Whitman 
Senior Living, 1285 SW Center St., Pullman. Weight 
loss support group. Info: Maxine, (509) 334 4827 or 
Shirley, (509) 339-6497.

Al-Anon — 3 p.m., UI Campus Christian Center, 
822 Elm St., Moscow. Al-Anon meeting.

Happy Hour Group — 5:30 p.m., Big Book 
Study, United Church of Moscow, 123 W. First St., 
Moscow. Closed meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Latah Alliance on Mental Illness Family 
Support Group — 7 p.m., Second Thursday, Info: Lee 
or Carol: (208) 882-3427.

Three Forks — 7 p.m., Simpson United 
Methodist Church, 325 NE Maple St., Pullman. Open 
meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Food Addicts in Recovery Anonymous — 7 
p.m., Gritman Medical Center, 700 S. Main St., 
Moscow. Info: Lynn, (509) 336-3045 or Susan, (925) 
212-2160.

Sunshine of the Spirit Women’s Meeting — 7 
p.m., Pullman Presbyterian Church, 1630 NE Stadium 
Way, Pullman. Open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Potlatch Meeting — 7 p.m., Grace Lutheran 
Church, 601 Oak St., Potlatch. Open meeting of 
Alcoholics Anonymous.

Recovery Quest — 7 p.m., 1125 NE Stadium 
Way, Pullman. Narcotics Anonymous meeting.

Colfax Group — 8 p.m., Plymouth Congregational 
Church, 321 S. Main St., Colfax. Alcoholics 
Anonymous meeting.

FRIDAY

Alcoholics Anonymous — noon, Latah 
Recovery Center, 531 S. Main St., #B, Moscow. 

Gritman Noon meeting — noon, second floor 
board room, Gritman Medical Center, 700 S. Main St., 
Moscow. Open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.

All Recovery Meeting — 6-7:30 p.m., Latah 
Recovery Center, 531 S. Main St., #B, Moscow.

Narcotics Anonymous — 6-7 p.m., Latah 
Recovery Center, 531 S. Main St., #B, Moscow.

NA Men’s meeting — 7 p.m., Gritman Medical 
Center, Second Floor Conference room, 700 S. Main 
St., Moscow. Narcotics Anonymous meeting.

NA Women’s meeting — 7 p.m., St. Augustine 
Catholic Church, 628 Deakin Ave, Moscow. Narcotics 
Anonymous meeting.

Al-Anon Group meeting — 8 p.m., Gritman 
Medical Center, first floor conference room, 700 S. 
Main St., Moscow. Support and help to families who 
have been affected by alcohol addiction.

Moscow Friday Night Group — 8 p.m., St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church, First and Jefferson streets. 
Closed meting of Alcoholics Anonymous.

NA Game Night — 8 p.m., St. Augustine Catholic 
Church, 628 Deakin Ave, Moscow, board games and 
socialization.

Friday Night Lights Candlelight — 8:30 p.m., 
St. Augustine’s Catholic Church, second floor, 628 
Deakin Ave., Moscow. Narcotics Anonymous meeting. 

Friday Night Candlelight — 9:30 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 405 S. Van Buren St., Moscow. 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting.

2017 One year ago today

The combination of heavy snowfall and the 
possibility of rain next week could spell disaster 
for homes and other buildings in Latah County, 
specifically roofs. The county sent out a press 
release Wednesday that said “roof collapse is of high 
concern in Latah County.” … Washington State 
University’s Global Campus is one of the top 
15 undergraduate online programs in the nation, 
according to a recent ranking by U.S. News and 
World Report. According to the publication, WSU’s 
online programs were among more than 12,000 
surveyed among 311 schools for the ranking.

2013 Five years ago today

Pullman and Moscow school districts will 
each be hosting tours of their schools this week 
to showcase the need for improvements. Pullman 
Public Schools will present a bond election to 
voters on the Feb. 12 ballot for the renovation 
and reconstruction of Pullman High School and 
the expansion of elementary facilities. … Staff at 
Moscow’s Alehouse restaurant worried how 
customers would react when its owner, the Coeur 
d’Alene Brewing Co., closed its regional brewery 
two years ago. Two years later, the Moscow 
Alehouse — now its official name — has a new 
owner who will provide those customers with the 
same Sixth Street location, service, food and beer 
variation.

2008 10 years ago today

The high price of wheat has been great 
for Palouse-area farmers, but it might hurt 
Losonoco’s plans to construct a $10 million 
oilseed crushing plant in Whitman County. 
Losonoco, an international biofuels company 
based in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., has identified a 
site at the Port of Wilma on the Snake River as 
the location for its plant, and it expected to begin 
construction as early as March. … A heating 
element used to warm baby chicks started a 
fire in a chicken coop early Sunday morning on 
Crumarine Loop near Moscow. Moscow Volunteer 
Fire Department Battalion Chief Brett Bennett said 
fire crews were called to the scene at about 4 
a.m. Sunday.

1993 25 years ago today

Pullman residents who leave cars parked on 
snowy streets or don’t clear buried sidewalks can 
be fined. Councilman Matt Carey said at Tuesday’s 
regular meeting he has seen sidewalks so covered 
in snow that children are walking to school in the 
streets. … The snow falling from the sky is 
quickly draining the money the city uses to clear it. 
Moscow City Street Superintendent Mike McGahan 
told the Public Works and Finance Committee 
Monday the city has already used well more than 
half the funds budgeted to clear snow, though the 
season is not yet half over. 

TODAY 1.13

Hoop Shoot — 9:30 a.m., 
Hamilton Indoor Rec Center 
gymnasium, Moscow. Open to 
8- to 13-year-old boys and girls 
in Whitman and Latah counties. 
Bring birth certificate to register 
from 8:30-9 a.m. Free.

“Lady Bird” — 5:30 and 
8 p.m., Kenworthy Performing 
Arts Centre, 508 S. Main St., 
Moscow. Tickets: $7/adults, $3/
children. Also Sunday. 

Delta G. Blues — 7-9:30 
p.m., Bucer’s, 201 S. Main St., 
Moscow. No cover charge, all 
ages welcome. 

SUNDAY 1.14

Watercolor Basics 
— 12:30-3:30 p.m., Artisans at 
Dahmen Barn, Uniontown. Open 
to individuals who want to learn 
basic water color techniques or 
those who want to brush up on 
some old skills. Cost: $35. Call 
(509) 229-3414 to register.

Ceramic Class — 1-3 
p.m., Artisans at Dahmen Barn, 
Uniontown. Open to children to 
sculpt a dog, learning the pinch 
method of sculpture. Cost: $20. 
Call (509) 229-3414 to register.

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Interfaith Service — 4 p.m., 
St. James Episcopal Church, 
1410 NE Stadium Way, Pullman. 
Celebration of the life and legacy 
of the Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr. followed by a free meal. Info: 
MLK Interfaith Service Facebook 
page. 

MONDAY 1.15

Gritman Medical Center 
Auxiliary General Meeting 
— 10 a.m., hospital conference 
room, Moscow. The public is 
invited.

“The Mountaintop” 
— 2 p.m., WSU Jones Theatre, 
Pullman. Play imagines Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s last night before 
he was assassinated. Tickets: 
$18 adults, $15 seniors 60-
plus, $9 non-WSU students. 
WSU student admission is free 
with valid ID.

 Palouse Cult Film: Troll 2 
— 9 p.m., Kenworthy Performing 
Arts Centre, 508 S. Main St., 
Moscow. $5. Must be 21 or 
older. 
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Submit your events, share your snaps: 
Find the region’s most complete events 
calendar and unique community photo album 
at inland360.com. It’s where you go for what 
you do. And it’s where our editors find many 
of the items for Get Out and Do It and the 
Reader Photo of the Day.

inland .com
where you go for what you do

GET OUT AND DO IT: YOUR THREE-DAY FORECAST

BACK ISSUES

From the pages of the Moscow-Pullman Daily News and Idahonian

SUPPORT GROUPS

Mary Hayward, of Clarkston, submitted this Dec. 27 photo she took of Wallowa Lake in 
Oregon to Inland 360’s “Share Your Snaps,” an online community photo album.
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LOCAL BRIEFS
Send news items to briefs@dnews.com

A two-vehicle accident 
about 12:45 p.m. Friday 
at state Highway 26 and 
Colfax Airport Road sent 
two women to Whitman 
Hospital and Medical 
Center with minor 
injuries, according to a 
Whitman County Sheriff’s 
Office news release.

According to the 
release, Yerizelith Y. 
Calicoat, 21, of Kent, 
Wash., was eastbound 
on Highway 26 when she 

attempted a left turn onto 
Airport Road. Her south-
bound Subaru Impreza 
turned into the north-
bound lane and struck 
head-on a Toyota 4-
Runner driven by Emma 
K. Lorrigan, 20, also of 
Kent, Wash.

There were no passen-
gers in either vehicle, the 
release said.

Deputies, Colfax 
Fire and Diamond Fire 
responded to the scene. 

Collision sends two to hospital

COLFAX

All government offices 
will be closed and mail 
will not be delivered 
Monday in honor of 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day. 

The universities are 
closed, and there is no 
school. Banks will also be 

closed. Moscow’s SMART 
Transit will shut down, 
and Pullman Transit will 
offer reduced bus routes.

Garbage service will 
operate as normal. Most 
businesses, including the 
Daily News, will be open 
as usual.

Closures for Martin Luther King Jr. Day

THE PALOUSE

The Colfax Library will 
continue its Tech Tuesday 
program from 6-8 p.m. 
Tuesday  at The Center 
at the library, with the 
program focused on tell-
ing the difference between 
news or fake news.

Former journalist and 
climate scientist Peter 
Haug will lead a discus-
sion on what fake news 
is and how to know when 
news is fake or not. The 
presentation is free and 
open to the public.

Library to host fake news program

Michael Kimmel, a 
sociologist who focuses on 
masculinity, will speak 
about themes from his 
book, “Guyland,” at 6 
p.m. Wednesday  at the 
CUB senior ballroom 
at Washington State 
University. The free, pub-
lic presentation is spon-
sored by WSU’s Men for 
Social Change group.

Kimmel has writen 

numerous books on mas-
culinity. “Guyland” is 
based on more than 400 
interviews with young 
men around the U.S. 
They explore why young 
men feel lost and how 
they tend to look toward 
peers instead of mentors 
for guidance.

A discussion about mas-
culinity and sexual assault 
will follow the speech.

Men for Social Change to host sociologist

PULLMAN

Upper elementary and 
middle school youth may 
participate for free in 
Wonder Wizards, Moscow 
Public Library’s new after 
school Science Technology, 
Engineering, Art and 
Math Club, which meets 
weekly 3:30-4:30 p.m. on 
Tuesdays, starting next 
week .  “Make-it” activities 
will rotate week to week 
around various STEAM 

themes. This Tuesday’s 
theme will be “Magn-It.”  
Students will make mag-
netic slime, magnet car 
racing, magnet blocks and 
more.

Wonder Wizards 
replaces Block Party and 
Game Zone but will still 
feature block-building and 
board games.

No preregistration is 
needed.

Library to host new STEAM program

MOSCOW

The Moscow Giving 
Circle has announced 
it hopes to distribute 
$20,000 in 2018 to 
groups or coalitions of 
groups on the theme of 
“Inclusivity: Expanding 
Our Community Circles.” 
Applications will be 
accepted through March 1.

The Moscow Giving 

Circle is a volunteer 
group, making grants 
through a donor-advised 
fund with the Latah 
County Community 
Foundation.

Application details can 
be found at www.moscow-
givingcircle.org. Direct 
questions to givingcircle-
moscow@gmail.com.

Moscow Giving Circle announces grant theme

Mateja Loncar, a 
Pullman resident and 
Slovenian national, will 
discuss the history and 
culture of Slovenia in a 
presentation 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Wednesday  at the 
Moscow Public Library.

“Slovenia: Culture, 
Sports, Food” will describe 
the country’s regions and 
touch on selected mile-
stones in its recent his-
tory, some of which are 
commemorated through 
sports events such as the 

Run of Trios, a team road 
race.

Loncar completed 
master’s and doctoral 
degrees in kinesiology in 
her native Slovenia, and 
worked there until she 
moved to Pullman with 
her husband in 2013. She 
coaches youth sports and 
has worked as a substitute 
paraprofessional in the 
Pullman School District.

A homemade tradition-
al Slovenian dessert will 
be offered.

Slovenian presentation booked at library

Associated Press

SEATTLE — A federal judge has 
upheld a $15 million verdict against 
police in a small Washington state 
city who shot and killed an unarmed 
black man, in a ruling that blistered 
the city’s lawyers for suggesting 
jurors ruled against law enforcement 
only because they didn’t want to be 
known for siding with white officers. 

The ruling Thursday from U.S. 
District Judge Barbara Rothstein 
found that the jury had plenty of 
reasons to conclude that the shooting 
of Leonard Thomas during a 2013 
SWAT operation in the Tacoma sub-
urb of Lakewood was outrageous, 
The Seattle Times reported. Thomas 
was unarmed, hadn’t threatened 
anyone and was standing on his 
porch with his 4-year-old son, whom 
he had agreed to release, when a 
sniper killed him. 

The defendants asked the judge 
to reduce or set aside the verdict 
and order a new trial. Lakewood’s 
lawyers argued that the jurors sided 
with Thomas’ family because they 
didn’t want to have to tell their 
friends they sided with white police 
who shot and killed a black man. 

Rothstein said that suggestion 
was insulting and entirely fabri-

cated. She noted that the defense 
helped pick the jurors, and “should 
it even matter ... none of the jurors 
were African American.” 

“The suggestion that this jury 
flouted its charge and colluded to 
hold government officials liable 
merely to advance the jurors’ indi-
vidual reputations is not simply 
frivolous; it is insulting to our consti-
tutional order,” she wrote. 

She added: “And the notion that 
the American justice system can 
be characterized by an illegitimate 
solicitude for black victims of alleged 
police misconduct is so painfully 
ahistorical that one wonders wheth-
er Defendants advance this argu-
ment seriously.” 

The incident began as a squabble 
between Thomas and his mother, 
Annalesa Thomas, on May 23, 2013, 
over where his son would spend 
the night. Thomas had called her 
because he had been drinking and 
was despondent over the death of a 
friend, but then got in an argument 
with her and slapped a cellphone out 
of her hand once she arrived. 

Annalesa Thomas called police, 
who responded with a SWAT team, 
leading to a four-hour standoff dur-
ing which Thomas repeatedly told 
police to leave him alone, that he was 

not armed and that his son was safe. 
A hostage negotiator eventually per-
suaded him to let the child go home 
with his mother. As Thomas stood 
on the front porch with the boy, a car 
seat and a backpack full of clothes, 
police breached the back door with 
explosives. Startled, Thomas reached 
for his son, and the sniper shot him. 

In addition to $8.6 million in 
compensatory damages, the jury 
imposed $6.5 million in punitive 
damages: $3 million against Police 
Chief Mike Zaro, who was in com-
mand that night and who gave the 
orders that led to the shooting; $2 
million against Sgt. Brian Markert, 
the sniper; and $1.5?million against 
Officer Mike Wiley, who led the 
assault team that blew down the 
back door of Thomas’ house and 
killed the family dog, Baxter. 

“Zaro and Wiley orchestrated an 
operation, executed in critical part 
by Markert, whereby an unarmed 
man who was negotiating the tem-
porary release of his four-year-old 
son to the boy’s grandmother was 
subject to an explosive breach of his 
back door, shot in his abdomen, and 
then repeatedly punched in the face 
while he died, despite having never 
threatened violence to anyone that 
night,” Rothstein wrote. 

TUESDAY

WHITMAN COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS
Courthouse, Colfax

9 a.m. — Workshop
10:15 a.m. — 
■ 2018 public facilities .09 

allocation and letters to cities, 
towns, districts

■ Replacement of VoIP 
servers

■ State National Guard 
contract amendment

■ Appointments to 
Citizens’ Commission for 
Salaries for Elected Officials 
and Planning Commission 

11 a.m. — Windy Eagle 
LLC zone change hearing

11:05 a.m. — Colleen 
Schoepflin zone change 
hearing and Old State Highway 
26 speed zone change

1:30 p.m. — GCBH 
updates

WHITMAN COUNTY 
BOARD OF HEALTH
2 p.m. Courthouse, Colfax

■ Updates from Health 
Officer: Environmental 
Health, Personal Health and 
Administration

SMART TRANSIT BOARD
Noon, Intermodal Transit 
Center, Moscow

UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO 
FACULTY SENATE
3:30 p.m., Paul J. Joyce 
Faculty-Staff Lounge

■ Legislative session report
■ Update Faculty Secretary 

job description
■ Revisions to Faculty/

Staff Handbook on human 
participant research

MOSCOW HUMAN 
RIGHTS COMMISSION
4 p.m., mayor’s conference 

room, City Hall
■ Northwest Coalition for 

Human Rights report 
■ Finding the Center report
■ Sojourners’ Alliance 

report
■ MHS Buddy Club 

request

MOSCOW ARTS 
COMMISSION
5 p.m., council 
chambers, City Hall

MOSCOW SCHOOL BOARD
5:30 p.m., District Office, 
650 N. Cleveland St.

■ Executive session to 
discuss a personnel matter 
followed by an open meeting 
and possible action.

LATAH COUNTY PLANNING 
COMMISSION
5:30 p.m., Room 2B, 
Courthouse, Moscow

■ Public hearing on 12 
amendments to multiple 
sections of Land Use 
Ordinance

KENDRICK CITY COUNCIL
6 p.m., City Hall

COLFAX CITY COUNCIL
7 p.m., City Hall

GENESEE CITY COUNCIL
7 p.m., City Hall

MOSCOW CITY COUNCIL
7 p.m., council 
chambers, City Hall

■ Submit grant request 
for fiscal year 2020 West Third 
Street improvement project 
Phase 2

■ Approve JUB Engineers 
Inc. for design and construction 
administration of Booster 
Stations Phase II

MOSCOW SUSTAINABLE 

MEETINGS/AGENDAS

ENVIRONMENT COMMISSION
7:15 p.m., mayor’s 
conference room, City Hall

■ Reports on Avista’s 
involvement with coal-fired 
electric plants, Moscow’s 
sustainability activities and 
sustainability activities at 
Moscow High School

■ Organize list of nominees 
for Mayor’s 2018 Earth Day 
Awards

■ Act on letter to City 
Council regarding installation of 
solar power in new city police 
station

■ Recommendations related 
to the Comprehensive Plan

PULLMAN CITY COUNCIL
7 p.m., City Hall

■ Canceled 

WEDNESDAY

LATAH COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS
Room 2B, Courthouse, 
Moscow

9 a.m. — Executive session
9:45 a.m. — Extension 

Service meeting
10:15 a.m. — Youth 

Advocacy Council meeting
11:00 a.m. — Building 

and Grounds meeting including 
awarding bid for courthouse 
basement access ramp 

11:30 a.m. — Court 
Assistance Office meeting

1:15 p.m. — Civil Counsel
2:30 p.m. — Public Defense 

Commission update

UNIONTOWN COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATION BOARD
4:30 p.m., Dahmen 
Barn, 419 N. Parkway

KENDRICK SCHOOL BOARD
7 p.m., Juliaetta Elementary 
School Administration Office

MOSCOW SCHOOL BOARD
7 p.m., District Office, 
650 N. Cleveland St.

■ Regular meeting

THURSDAY

MOSCOW URBAN 
RENEWAL AGENCY
7 a.m., council 
chambers, City Hall

■ Paradise Creek flood 
study for Legacy Crossing, 
results and proposal 

■ Approve $57,000 
contribution to West Third Street 
improvements

■ Agree to reimburse 
Gritman $600,000 for 
improvements associated with 
its Medical Office Building 
construction

Judge blasts lawyers in upholding
$15M police shooting award

You are invited to attend 
the open house for

At Spinner’s Hall
699 Columbia Street � Pomeroy, WA 

On January 24, 2018
Presentations at 9:00 & 11:00 am

Donuts & Coffee will be provided

RSVP by January 19, 2018

to 509-520-0646
522877A-18

Medical | Pediatrics | Dental | Behavioral Health | Pharmacy

Quality healthcare
                        for all.

208.848.8300 | chas.org

803 S. Main St., Suite 120
Latah Community Health

����������

COMEDY NIGHT
Saturday, February 10, 2018

double header
Shows at 6pm & 9pm

tICKETS only $15

Comedian Kenny Smith, as seen on 
Fox and Showtime, A Bob & Tom Radio 

Show Favorite; Featuring Phillip 
Kopczynski, Author of Freedom Weed 

and Comedy with Friends.

U N I V E R S I T Y  I N N
UINNMOSCOW.COM • 208.882.0550

Saturd

Laugh Out Loud 
Package $149

Includes 2 Show 

Tickets, Deluxe Room 

Accommodations and 

$20 Dining credit at 

Seasons Public House.

FEATURE

Phillip Kopczynski
HOSTED BY 
Alvin WilliamsHEADLINER

Kenny Smith
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independent living special-
ist with DAC-NW, said. 
“One piece of ramp can 
— well, it depends on if it’s 
new or used — but it can 
cost $100 a foot.”

Brooks said it’s diffi-
cult to find a grant that 
can be applied to ramps, 
but it’s necessary to find 
a big infusion of cash to 
really fund the program. 
Every little bit helps, she 
said, but a donation over 
$10,000 would be extreme-
ly beneficial.

Brooks said that since 
the system they use to 
construct the ramps uses 
modular parts, they’re 
easy to disassemble and 
recycle for other projects. 
Work will slow down for 
now, she said, but it won’t 
cease completely.

“That was the point 
of these modular alumi-
num ramps,” said Brent 
Bradbury, Construction 
Committee chair for 
Palouse Habitat for 
Humanity. “They can be 
used and reused any num-

ber of times.”
Leeper said going for-

ward they will likely 
switch to a manufacturer 
of a similar product that 
incorporates holes in the 
decking to limit water and 
ice buildup. She said the 
two products are similar in 
price, but the new product 
is safer.

Bradbury said this is 
a three-way partnership. 
He said DAC-NW had the 
expertise and the grant 
funds to procure the mate-
rials, but has no labor force 
to speak of.

“Habitat for Humanity 
is involved in this as a part-
nership, but really we’re 
providing the labor and 
storage facility,” Bradbury 
said. “We just take the cue 
from them (DAC-NW) as 
to who gets the next ramp, 
and then we’ll go out and 
install it.”

“The Moscow Lions are a 
big part of this,” Bradbury 
said. “They’ve been in the 
ramp business for a long 
time locally, that’s sort of a 
pet project of theirs.”

Scott Jackson can be reached at 
(208) 883-4636, or by email to 
sjackson@dnews.com.

Ramps
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influences, Zuckerberg 
says that the company cur-
rently makes “too many 
errors enforcing our poli-
cies and preventing the 
misuse of our tools.” 

The company also faces 
pressure from regulators 
in the U.S. and abroad, 
and a growing backlash 
from academics, law-
makers and even early 
executives and investors 
about the ways in which 
social media may be leav-
ing us depressed, isolat-
ed, bombarded by online 
trolls and addicted to our 
phones. 

Facebook would much 
rather make changes on 
its own than have its hand 
forced by regulators — or 
to see disillusioned users 
move on to other, newer 
platforms.  

 

How will it affect the 
company’s business? 

Facebook’s stock price 
dropped almost 6 percent 
on Friday morning before 
regaining some ground. 
That suggests investors 
take Facebook seriously 
when it says the move will 
likely make users spend 
less time on its service. 
Less time, of course, means 
fewer advertising eyeballs 
at any given time.  

This is a huge shift 
for Facebook, which until 
recently has been laser-
focused on keeping users 
glued to the service by 
offering a bevy of notifica-
tions and “engaging” but 
low-value material. 

Facebook has been 
doing very well financially. 
Its stock hit an all-time 
high earlier this month, 
and the company’s mar-
ket value is more than 
$522 billion. Its quarterly 
results routinely surpass 

Wall Street’s expectations. 
So arguably the com-

pany can afford to shift 
its focus a bit away from 
quarterly profit gains and 
metrics like “user engage-
ment” that get advertis-
ers salivating. Zuckerberg 
already signaled this 
would happen late last 
year, when he said the 
company’s planned invest-
ments in preventing abuse 
would hurt profitability. 

While the changes could 
hurt Facebook’s business 
in the short term, happier 
users could make for bet-
ter profits over the long 
term. At least, that’s what 
the company hopes.  

Is this the end for brands 
and publishers on 
Facebook?  

Many news organiza-
tions, bloggers and busi-
nesses have grown reli-
ant on Facebook to spread 
information — articles, 
videos, infomercials — to 
their followers without 
paying for ads. The chang-
es could jeopardize that 
route to their audiences, 
though some speculate it 
could be a ploy to force 
these companies to buy 
more Facebook ads. 

“It’s obvious that the 
days of getting exposure 
as a business on Facebook 
are coming to an end,” 
said Michael Stelzner, the 
CEO of social media mar-
keting company Social 
Media Examiner. While 
Facebook has made plenty 
of changes to its news feed 
algorithm in the past, he 
said, this time might be 
different. 

That’s because 
Facebook is being “far 
more explicit” in its word-
ing about what sorts of 
posts will diminish. “It has 
never been this black and 
white,” Stelzner said. 

Won’t this just reinforce 
the “filter bubbles” that 

trap users among the 
like-minded? 

Do you enjoy arguing 
with people you disagree 
with? Maybe, maybe not. 
But Facebook’s goal is 
to make people happier 
using the site — not to 
expose them to opposing 
views. So yes, this is pos-
sible.  

That said, company 
says this is how people 
make friends and inter-
act with each other offline. 
We gravitate toward peo-
ple like us. And Facebook 
says its own research 
shows that users are 
exposed to more divergent 
views on its platform than 
they would be otherwise. 
Of course, this is difficult 
to verify independently, 
since the company doesn’t 
often show that data to 
outsiders. 

Are people really going 
to spend less time on 
Facebook? 

Admitting that its 
changes will likely reduce 
the time people spend 
on Facebook less was a 
big deal for the company. 
Video, especially, has been 
a big focus for the social 
media giant — and videos 
have been especially good 
at keeping users around. 
This latest move, however, 
will de-emphasize videos 
too. 

While it’s too early to 
tell what users will do, 
there’s little reason not 
to trust Facebook on this 
particular question. 

Will the changes make 
people happier or 
sadder? 

The jury is still out on 
how seeing mostly exuber-
ant posts from friends and 
family affects people over 
time. 

Facebook obviously 
believes most of its users 

enjoy keeping up with 
what’s happening in their 
social circles, even if the 
material being shared 
mostly revolves around 
parties, vacations and 
other fun times while 
omitting life’s inevitable 
challenges and tedium. 
Sharing these moments 
together, Facebook rea-
sons, deepens the con-
nections between people, 
even if they can’t always 
be together offline. 

But some research and 
anecdotal evidence sug-
gests that Facebook can 
make people feel isolated, 
inadequate or alienated 
as they experience a phe-
nomenon known as “fear 
of missing out,” or FOMO. 
Teenagers are particu-
larly prone to “Facebook 
depression” as they try to 
measure up to and fit in 
with their peers, accord-
ing to the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. 

But other researchers 
believe how people react 
to Facebook depends 
on their personality. If 
you’re prone to anxiety, 
insecurity or already 
unhappy with your life, 
then seeing other people 
having fun could deepen 
your feelings of missing 
out or being left out. If 
you’re confident and con-
tent with your life, then 
seeing a friend or family 
member with a smile on 
their face could make you 
happy too.  

A recent article 
in Perspectives on 
Psychological Science con-
cluded that already lonely 
people who use Facebook 
and other social media as 
a substitute for real-life 
relationships tend to end 
up feeling more isolated. 
But when Facebook is 
used to deepen friend-
ships that have already 
been struck and to forge 
new relationships, the 
social network helps peo-
ple feel less alone.  

By Chad Sokol
The Spokesman-Review

SPOKANE, Wash. — As Chinook 
salmon populations declined across 
the Pacific Northwest, scientists 
suspected the fish lost a great deal 
of genetic diversity, too. 

But until recently, the theory 
hadn’t been tested. Ancient salmon 
bones are hard to come by, and it’s 
even harder to extract workable 
DNA samples from them. 

“Science finally caught up with 
what we already believed and 
allowed us to test it,” said Bobbi 
Johnson, the lead author of a new 
Washington State University 
study that raises concerns about 
the Chinooks’ ability to respond to 
environmental change. 

Starting in 2010, Johnson’s team 
collected hundreds of salmon bones 
from Native American archaeologi-
cal sites  some more than twice 
as old as the first Egyptian pyra-
mid  and compared their DNA with 
modern samples from the same 
areas. 

The researchers found that 

Chinook in the upper Columbia 
River,  where the Grand Coulee 
Dam cut off about 40 percent of the 
species’ historic habitat,  have lost 
about two-thirds of their genetic 
diversity. In the Snake River, they 
lost about one-third, a difference 
that surprised the researchers. 

That basically supports the 
longstanding assumption that the 
Chinook gene pool was much larger 
before European settlement in the 
Pacific Northwest. 

The researchers also analyzed 
ancient samples from Spokane 
River Chinook, finding that popu-
lation had a large gene pool and 
at least six lineages. They had no 
modern samples for comparison. 
The Little Falls Dam has blocked 
salmon migration on the Spokane 
River since it was built in 1911. 

Genetic variation is critical for 
the survival of any species. It would 
enable salmon to pass on needed 
traits if disease strikes, water lev-
els drop or temperatures rise. 

“You want there to be differ-
ences between individuals, so that 
when change does happen, there’s 

room for adaptation and natural 
selection,” Johnson said. 

In a population with low genetic 
diversity, she added, “If something 
comes in that’s bad for anybody, 
that’s bad for everybody.” 

The study, part of Johnson’s doc-
toral dissertation, was published 
this week in the journal PLOS One. 
Her co-authors are Gary Thorgaard, 
a WSU emeritus professor of bio-
logical sciences, and Brian Kemp, 
a former WSU molecular anthro-
pologist now at the University of 
Oklahoma. 

They wrote that Chinook 
research and management practic-
es have mostly focused on “the four 
H’s”  habitat, harvest, hatcheries 
and hydropower. 

Johnson said they have now 
considered a fifth H, history. The 
study reflects millennia of dramatic 
changes to the Chinook’s habitat, 
both natural and man-made, from 
glacial floods to commercial fishing 
to the construction of giant dams. 

The ancient bone samples, 
Johnson said, “just track that story 
so nicely.” 

Study: Decline of salmon
also impacts salmon genetics

Facebook
from Page 1A

Staff report

Twelve University of 
Idaho alumnae have been 
recognized by the Idaho 
Business Review as 2018 
Women of the Year.

The Review, a Boise-
based weekly newspaper, 
website and event produc-
er, named 50 honorees. 

The UI honorees 
include: 

Ariel Agenbroad, 
associate professor at UI, 
area extension educator, 
Boise; 

Emma Atchley, direc-
tor at Bank of Idaho in 
Ashton and Idaho State 
Board of Education mem-
ber;

Renee Bade, program 
manager at Serve Idaho 
in Boise; 

Linda Clark, president 
of the Idaho State Board of 
Education, Boise; 

Anna Eberlin, partner 
at Holland and Hart LLC 
in Boise; 

Shiloh Holmes, senior 
director of marketing and 
business development at 

Slichet Ugrin Architecture 
in Boise;

Amy Little, presi-
dent and CEO of Idaho 
Nonprofit Center in Boise; 

Tara Malek, assistant 
U.S. attorney in the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office District 
of Idaho in Boise;

E l i z a b e t h 
Montgomery, execu-
tive director at Inland 
Northwest SIDS 
Foundation in Coeur 
d’Alene;

Christine Nicholas, 
partner at Hawley Troxell 
Ennis & Hawley LLP in 
Boise;

MaryAnna Peavey, 
director at Flat Top Sheep 
Co. Ranch in Hailey;

Crystal Wilson, vice 
president of health and 
wellness at Dairy West in 
Meridian

This year’s awards and 
the selection of the 2018 
Woman of the Year will 
occur March 8, and all 50 
of the honorees will be 
profiled in the March 9 
magazine published by the 
Idaho Business Review. 

12 Vandals recognized as 
2018 women of the year

A public hearing for 
the purpose of adopt-
ing revisions to the 
Latah County Land Use 
Ordinance has been 
scheduled for 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday in Room 2B 
of the Latah County 
Courthouse, located at 

522 S. Adams St. 
A full copy of the pro-

posal is located at www.
latah.id.us/pub or at the 
Planning Department 
office at the courthouse. 
Written comments will be 
accepted at the office prior 
to the public hearing.

Latah County Planning Commission
to hold public hearing

MOSCOW

Moscow author Sara 
Zaske will read from her 
book “Achtung Baby” 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday  at 
BookPeople of Moscow, 
521. S. Main St. Her book 
will also be available for 
sale and signing.

The book looks at the 
art of raising self-reli-
ant, independent chil-
dren based on Zaske’s 
experiences in Germany. 
When Zaske moved from 
Oregon to Berlin with 
her husband and toddler, 

she knew the transition 
would be challenging. 
She was surprised to dis-
cover that German par-
ents give their children 
a great deal of freedom. 
Through her own family’s 
experiences, as well as 
interviews with other 
parents, teachers and 
experts, Zaske shares 
the parenting lessons she 
learned in Germany.

She now lives in 
Moscow with her hus-
band and two children.

BookPeople to host local
author for reading and signing
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Associated Press

COEUR D’ALENE 
— Officials in Kootenai 
County have located a 
snowmobiler who was 
reported missing on 
Thursday evening. 

The sheriff’s office 
said 62-year-old Fredrick 
Goodwin, of Rathdrum, 
was found around 8:40 
a.m. Friday by searchers. 

Goodwin was on foot 
when found. 

The sheriff’s office 
said he was cold, wet and 
tired and suffering from 
the onset of hypothermia. 
Medical personnel treated 
him at the scene. 

Goodwin was snowmo-
biling in the Panhandle 
National Forest on 
Thursday when he became 
separated from his party. 

County officials find 
missing snowmobiler
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and local businesses 

We are more than Just a  
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with one-on-one specialists  
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Come Meet Allegra
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We are now of ering a weight loss method, 
only available through medical clinics, to 
women and men on the Palouse.

h is program focuses on fat loss while 
sparing muscle and averages 2-4 lbs of loss/
week for women and 4-7 lbs for men.

We provide weekly one-on-one coaching, 
complete dietary and supplement guidance, 
and ongoing education to maintain your 
healthy lifestyle.

To RSVP for our January 29th, no 
obligation educational seminar, please 
contact us at (509) 330-5491 or email us at 
idealyou@moscowpullmanobgyn.com

NEED HELP WITH 
WEIGHT LOSS?

1205 SE Professional Mall Blvd., Ste. #102
Pullman, WA

moscowpullmanobgyn.com
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I
n the future, Washington may be known as 
the almond state. 

That title currently belongs to California, 
but almond farmers there were forced to tear out 
their trees due to a devastating drought in 2014.

A University of Idaho researcher, Lauren 
Parker, took notice of this and realized that 
climate change may one day make the Pacific 
Northwest the most suitable place for almond 
trees, which are tolerant of warm weather, accord-
ing to a Thursday Daily News story. If there is 
enough water available in Oregon, that state’s 
farmers could see a profitable opportunity to start 
growing almonds as soon as 2050.

It forces one to think. Does that mean almond 
crops will eventually migrate to Washington? 
Parker’s adviser, John Abatzoglou, says that could 
happen by the end of the 21st century.  

What will happen to our state’s all-important 
apple crops? Will they migrate to Canada? 

These may seem like ridiculous questions, but 
scientists have warned that alterations in precipi-
tation, CO2 levels and temperatures due to cli-
mate change will change the agriculture industry 
in the U.S.

Growers will no doubt learn how to adapt to 
these changes, but we can’t imagine the California 
farmers were thrilled to say goodbye to their once-
profitable almonds.

Of course, all of this could be futile if there is 
not enough water to go around. Every state in 
the Northwest has experienced intense drought 
at some point in recent years. That’s not likely to 
change anytime in the near future.

Climate change is poised to upend almost every 
part of the way we do things, from our lifestyles to 
what our states grow. Scientists are getting better 
at predicting what that future will look like, and 
we must heed their warnings.

Those who would prefer Washington, Idaho 
and Oregon to keep their crops — and to look 
the same way they do now — must take cli-
mate change and water conservation seriously. 
We don’t want Washington to become the new 
California. We like it the way it is.

— Anthony Kuipers, for the editorial board

Washington 
as the next
California?
That’s nuts

W
ith all due respect to the 
Democrats in charge on 
the state level, they really 

cannot blame Republicans for any 
of the problems they perceive in 
the state. You have to be in your 
40s to have memories of a time 
when this state was under the rule 
of a Republican governor.

There are kids in college 
whose parents barely remember 
GOP Gov. John Spellman. The 
Democrats must look into a mir-
ror to figure out where the blame 
should be placed for their displea-
sure.

Since the mid ’80s, we have seen 
tax after tax initiated by the gov-
ernment on the citizens of the state 
of Washington. Gov. Jay Inslee 
complained the working class in 
our state is more heavily burdened 
by sales and property taxes. He 
uses this as a catalyst for his desire 
to implement a capital gains tax. 
He figures that to be fairer, anyone 
rich enough to have capital gains 
should be paying more.

It is not just the capital gains 
tax being proposed. The carbon 
tax is rearing its ugly head again. 
Inslee loves the idea of the tax and 
believes it is the only way to make 
sure the children of the future will 
be safe. 

The carbon tax will start at $20 
for every 1.1 tons of carbon emis-
sions. That would increase by 3 1/2 
percent plus inflation each year. 
An article published in The News-

Tribune in Tacoma 
reports that by 2020 
electric rates could 
go up 4 to 5 percent, 
natural gas by 10 
percent and gasoline 
by 6 to 9 percent 
due to the passing 
along of the tax to 
the consumers. 

Inslee doesn’t 
like the fact that 

the working class pays a larger 
percentage of their income in taxes, 
yet this pass-along effect doesn’t 
bother him. 

Remember, it is the Democrats 
who have been running the state 
for more than three decades. Yet 
he complains about the working 
class tax rates. This reminds me of 
what I mentioned in my previous 
column. The New York governor 
is upset over the Trump tax plan 
because the highly-taxed citizens of 
New York will be hurt. 

Has it occurred to the 
Washington or New York gover-
nors that their party has imposed 
these taxes on the citizens? Maybe 
they should do something about 
the taxing and spending rather 
than finding new ways of taxing its 
citizens.

Inslee isn’t the only one who 
has found another way to tax the 
citizens. Seattle added a tax on pop 
that increases the price of pop and 
other sugary drinks by $0.0175 per 
ounce. This tax has nearly doubled 

the price of such beverages. I saw 
a picture taken at Costco where a 
36-pack of Gatorade now includes a 
$10.34 tax. 

Before you get up in arms 
over this increase in taxes, please 
understand that it is for a good rea-
son. It is a new sin tax. Sin taxes 
are OK by the Democrats. But, 
then again, all taxes are OK by the 
Democrats. 

Democrats frequently propose 
taxes to force poor and work-
ing-class people to change their 
behavior. Although they will vilify 
the rich for having money, the 
Democrats impose taxes that have 
negative impacts on the working 
class. Let’s review some such taxes: 
Carbon taxes, pop taxes, plastic 
bag taxes, tobacco taxes, alcohol 
taxes, candy taxes, bottled water 
taxes, etc.

It is sort of funny. The 
Democrats complain about 
Washington using sales and prop-
erty taxes for state revenue. They 
are upset about how it affects the 
low and middle income people. 
Their fix is another tax — an 
income tax.

I am tired of hearing 
Washington Democrats complain 
about an unfair taxing system 
while they tax the holy living heck 
out of the working class.

Scotty Anderson is a computer programmer 
who enjoys serving the community through 
various community-oriented service jobs.

Democrats tax poor to get them to do the ‘right thing’

Scotty
Anderson
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Happy anniversary

This year marks the 50th anni-
versary of the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act and the Wild and 
Scenic National Rivers System. 
This historic piece of federal legis-
lation sharply contrasted with the 
dam building and water diversion 
ethos that dominated policy deci-
sions throughout much of the 20th 
century. The law enables rivers 
to be protected in a free-flowing 
condition, while recognizing the 
outstanding remarkable values 
the water body and its immediate 
environment possess.

Eight rivers were initially pro-
tected in 1968. Half of those are in 
Idaho, and three out of the four are 
located in the Clearwater Basin 
of north-central Idaho: Lochsa 
River, Selway River and Middle 
Fork Clearwater. The other is the 
Middle Fork Salmon. That is an 

incredible statistic considering all 
the rivers in our country eligible 
for protection when the system 
was created.

Today, this law protects por-
tions of the Saint Joe River and 
the main stem Salmon River, 
along with a few other rivers in 
the state. Shockingly, there is 
not a single mile of water in the 
entire North Fork Clearwater and 
South Fork Clearwater included 
in our nation’s system. The same 
can be said for every mile of the 
Clearwater between Kooskia and 
Lewiston. Permanent protection 
for the lower Salmon River and its 
corridor remains elusive.

Fewer than 1 percent of all riv-
ers in Idaho are protected under 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 
Only Congress can add more river 
segments to our national system. 
Contact them about passing leg-
islation to protect more of our 

heritage.
Brett Haverstick

Moscow

No mention of a deity

In a letter to the editor on Jan. 
9, Mike Beirens made reference to 
a request that Benjamin Franklin 
made to the Constitutional 
Convention to start each day’s pro-
ceedings with a prayer. He neglect-
ed to mention that the convention 
did not adopt his suggestion, and 
the convention proceeded without 
prayer. 

In fact, the entire Constitution 
is without any reference to religion 
or a deity and is based on “We the 
People.” The First Amendment, 
adopted 1791, guarantees neutral-
ity by the government regarding 
religion.

Ron Force

Moscow 

OUR VIEW
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Sun and Moon

It is what the committee would “like 
to see Pullman become when it grows 
up,” she said.

Dymkoski said the list of projects is 
the result of work done by the steering 
committee with some community input. 
She said the initial projects have five 
themes:

■ Community and identity: Signage, 
public art, marketing, walkability, pub-
lic participation

■ Education and learn-
ing: Technical training, 
leadership training and 
networking for profession-
als

■ Growth and develop-
ment: Airport, highway, 
broadband, business devel-
opment

■ Health and safety: 
Physician residency, com-
munity wellness, youth 
health, food and housing

■ Recreation and envi-
ronment: City Hall expan-
sion, parks, trail expansion 
and improvement, 

Dymkoski said as the 
steering committee wraps up its duties 
with preliminary planning, the work 
of Pullman 2040 will be divided among 
three subcommittees, for which mem-
bers are being sought. 

She said these include:
■ A marketing committee, respon-

sible for advertisement-related responsi-
bilities as well as public outreach

■ A finance committee that will 
explore avenues to secure funding 
including applying for grants

■ An implementation committee, 
which will require the greatest time 
commitment

“We need to make sure that we 
have a committee that is overseeing all 
this work” by all these organizations. 
Dymkoski said.

Items on the initial projects list, 
Dymkoski said, range from specific proj-
ects like completing the airport runway 

and terminal upgrades to more nebulous 
goals for city improvement like showcas-
ing more art in public places.

Some of these projects already have 
leaders and are well underway, like 
the airport project, Dymkoski said. For 
these tasks, she said, 2040 wouldn’t 
attempt to assume leadership but would 
take on support roles, if necessary.

“Some of these will be very obvious 
like, ‘of course the city is going to take 
the lead on that,’” Dymkoski said.  “But 
who else would like to help, who else 
would like to be a part of that process?”

The actual function of the committees, 
Benjamin and Dymkoski 
said, will be adapted to 
the needs of each project, 
but they hope to position 
themselves as a hub of com-
munication, connecting and 
supporting groups engaged 
in projects throughout the 
city.

Benjamin said while the 
projects vary dramatically 
in scope and time to comple-
tion, each project has poten-
tial to improve the city. He 
said the steering committee 
made a point of avoiding 
infatuation with any single 
“pet project.”

“We really worked 
hard to set those aside and let this be 
data-driven, let this be expert driven,” 
Benjamin said. “Every single one of 
these projects, I feel, can have tremen-
dous impact within our community.”

These are spelled out in more detail 
at pullman2040.org/task-force-requests. 

Dymkoski said Pullman 2040 began 
as a chamber initiative because she had 
noticed a need for more efficient dialogue 
among different entities addressing the 
city’s needs. She said some of these 
groups have overlapping objectives and 
could benefit from collaborating.

Benjamin said they spent the first 
year planning and organizing the steer-
ing committee. The second was spent col-
lecting data and engaging the public to 
create and prioritize a list of objectives. 

Scott Jackson can be reached at (208) 883-4636, 
or by email to sjackson@dnews.com.

seeking help from an abu-
sive situation. 

“We don’t provide all of 
the resources, but we cer-
tainly try to connect people 
with the resources,” Claire 
said, adding that they work 
closely with organizations 
such as Alternatives to 
Violence of the Palouse.

In 2015, Claire and 
Peter were approached 
by a close friend who con-
fided in them about the 
abusive relationship she 
had with her husband. At 
a loss for how to handle 
what they had learned, 
Claire said, she and Peter 
started researching. They 
searched for better ways 
they could help their 
friend, which in turn grew 
into understanding how 
they can help others who 
find themselves in abusive 
situations. 

That eventually led 
them to start Awaken 
Network.

Claire and Peter said 
their message was eagerly 
accepted by their pastor, 
Aaron Couch, at Real Life 
Church on the Palouse. 
Together with Shari Hall, 
the church’s Celebrate 
Recovery coordinator, they 
developed ways they can 
help friends and family of 
abuse victims and victims 
themselves — even the 
abusers — connect with 
resources to better under-
stand and handle their 
situations and behaviors. 

“Awareness is really 
where we can put effort 
and know that we are 
making an impact,” said 
Peter, a professional pho-
tographer.

Over the past three 
years, they have worked 
to find solutions to abusive 
situations before the abuse 
gets to the “acute stages” 

when the authorities, the 
legal system and shelters 
are involved. 

Real Life Church “has 
really thrown their full 
weight behind this passion 
that we have,” Claire said. 

“We couldn’t do this 
without them,” Peter 
added. 

In March, the couple 
held their first conference 
where they discussed what 
friends and family can do 
if they know a loved one 
is in an abusive situa-
tion and how to recognize 
the early signs. Nearly 
200 members of the Real 
Life Church congregation 
attended the conference, 
the couple said. 

Since the fall of 2016, 
Claire and Peter have 
also attended conferences 
around the country to gain 
a better understanding of 
abuse and obtain certifica-
tions to become support 
group facilitators. 

To “keep 
the con-
versa t i on 
going,” the 
couple has 
held break-
out sessions 
at the Real 
Life Church, 
where they 
discuss top-
ics ranging 
from spot-
ting red 
flags while 
in a dating 
r e l a t i o n -
ship and 
identifying ways to have a 
healthy relationship. 

Recordings of each 
breakout session can be 
found on the Awaken 
Network website: awak-
enidaho.com. 

Claire and Peter have 
also helped start a local 
support group for women 
who are victims of domes-
tic abuse, as well as a 
trauma recovery support 
group. 

In less than a month, 

Peter and Claire said they 
hope to hold their first bat-
terers intervention group, 
a support group for men 
who abuse. Finding a cur-
riculum was not an easy 
task, Peter said, but even-
tually he found training in 
Duluth, Minn. He attend-
ed and was certified to be 
a facilitator for a men’s 
group. 

“Working with abus-
ers is extremely difficult, 
and its not very successful 
to be completely honest. 
But it has to be done,” 
Peter said. “Whenever you 
change one abuser, you 
stop a stream. If he really 
changes, instead of having 
another series of destruc-
tive relationships, he can 
have a healthy relation-
ship. It’s hard work, but its 
not impossible work.”

Social media has been 
an essential tool in reach-
ing abuse victims, Claire 
said. In addition to hold-

ing break-
out sessions 
and sup-
port groups, 
Claire said 
she also runs 
a Facebook 
page and 
a blog to 
c o n n e c t 
with people 
around the 
P a l o u s e 
and even 
throughout 
the country. 

Peter said 
he has been 

in contact with a pastor in 
Denver who is on a similar 
path, and Claire said she 
has even helped an abuse 
victim find resources in 
Southern California.

Claire and Peter said 
not only have they helped 
victims get out of abusive 
situations, they have also 
grown in their own rela-
tionship. 

“Understanding what 
abusive situations look like 
in the most extreme cases 
has helped me understand 
ways in which we accept 
coercive behavior and nor-
malize it in our own lives,” 
Peter said. 

“It’s been huge for us 
and our parenting,” Claire 
said. “It’s been a very take 
down, deconstruct who you 
are, build back up again 
process.”

Katie Short can be reached at 
(208) 883-4633, or by email to 
kshort@dnews.com.
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“
Every single one
of these projects,
I feel, can have

tremendous
 impact within 

our community.”

Francis Benjamin

Pullman 2040 co-chair

“
Awareness is really 
where we can put 
effort and know

that we are making 
an impact.”

Peter Roise

Awareness Network co-founder
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www.twitter.com/mpdailynews
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